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1
DISPLAY APPARATUS AND METHOD
HAVING PARAMETER DISPLAY TOGGLE
CAPABILITY FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTROL SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/197,127, filed by Mirza on Aug. 22, 2008,
entitled “Display Apparatus and Method for Entering a
Reminder in a Control Unit for an Environmental Control
System,” and U.S. patent application Ser, No. 12/197,078,
filed by Thorson, et al., on Aug. 22, 2008, entitled “Display
Apparatus and Method for a Control Unit for an Environmen-
tal Control System,” commonly assigned with this applica-
tion and incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This application is directed to heating ventilating air con-
ditioning (HVAC) system controller devices, and especially
to a thermostat or other control unit having a parameter dis-
play toggle capability.

BACKGROUND

HVAC systems have become more complex in recent
years. Control units foruse with HVAC systems have not been
sufficiently detailed and varied in the information provided
for a user to permit efficient use of features of the HVAC
system. Complexity in programming and displaying informa-
tion has caused some confusion to the extent that some users
do not employ all of the features of an HVAC system, or find
that the employment of some features is cumbersome.

Some attempts at facilitating the interface between a user
and an HVAC control unit have involved limiting flexibility in
the programming or display capabilities of the control unit.
Such oversimplification of a control unit may also limit
employment of features or capabilities of a HVAC system.

Prior art thermostat control devices generally require auser
to enter a reminder interval or delay using a code correspond-
ing to a time, such as a number of days. The time code is
commonly provided in a user manual and is likely not some-
thing the user remembers. The capability to enter reminder
delay interval or other time in terms of a number of months (or
other predetermined time interval) in a display is a significant
improvement in convenience and ease of use for a user.

SUMMARY

One aspect provides a display apparatus for a control unit
in an environmental control system. In one embodiment, the
display apparatus includes: a display area presenting a plu-
rality of first loci, a plurality of second loci and at least one
third locus; each respective first locus of the plurality of first
loci being responsive to pressure for effecting a respective
response; each respective second locus of the plurality of
second loci presenting information using a fixed segment data
format; at least one third locus of the at least one third locus
presenting information using a dot matrix data format; the
display apparatus configured to allow a display of parameters
to be toggled.

Another aspect provides a touchscreen input apparatus for
an environmental control system. In one embodiment, the
apparatus includes: a display area having a plurality of touch-
sensitive input loci, at least one first display locus and at least
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2

one second display locus; the at least one first display locus
presenting information using a fixed segment data format; the
touchscreen input configured to allow a display of individual
parameters to be toggled.

Yet another aspect provides a method for entering input to
an environmental control system. In one embodiment, the
method includes: (a) providing a display area; (b) in no par-
ticular order: (1) presenting a plurality of first loci in the
display area; (2) presenting a plurality of second loci in the
display area; and (3) presenting at least one third locus in the
display area; and (c) in no particular order: (1) configuring
each respective first locus of the plurality of first loci for being
responsive to pressure for effecting a respective the input; (2)
configuring each respective second locus of the plurality of
second loci presenting information using a fixed segment data
format; (3) configuring at least one third locus of the at least
one third locus presenting information using a dot matrix data
format; and (4) allowing a display of individual parameters to
be toggled.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Reference is now made to the following descriptions taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a thermostat display configured
according to the teachings of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a first view of the display illustrating features
associated with the HOME Tab;

FIG. 3 is a second view of the display illustrating features
associated with the HOME Tab;

FIG. 4 is a view of the display illustrating features associ-
ated with the SCHEDULE Tab;

FIG. 5 is a first view of the display illustrating features
associated with the OPTIONS Tab;

FIG. 6 is a second view of the display illustrating features
associated with the OPTIONS Tab;

FIG. 7 is a third view of the display illustrating features
associated with the OPTIONS Tab;

FIG. 8 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Mode of operation;

FIG. 9 is a second view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Mode of operation;

FIG. 10 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with operation Schedule;

FIG. 11 is a second view of the display illustrating pro-
gramming steps associated with operation Schedule;

FIG. 12 is a third view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with operation Schedule;

FIG. 13 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Temporary/Vacation Hold;

FIG. 14 is a second view of the display illustrating pro-
gramming steps associated with Temporary/Vacation Hold;

FIG. 15 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Humidity Settings;

FIG. 16 is a second view of the display illustrating pro-
gramming steps associated with Humidity Settings;

FIG. 17 is a third view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Humidity Settings;

FIG. 18 is a fourth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Humidity Settings;

FIG. 19 is a fifth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Humidity Settings;

FIG. 20 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Setting Service Reminders;

FIG. 21 is a second view of the display illustrating pro-
gramming steps associated with Setting Service Reminders;



US 9,056,539 B2

3

FIG. 22 is a third view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Setting Service Reminders;

FIG. 23 is a fourth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Setting Service Reminders;

FIG. 24 is a fifth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Setting Service Reminders;

FIG. 25 is a sixth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Setting Service Reminders;

FIG. 26 is a seventh view of the display illustrating pro-
gramming steps associated with Setting Service Reminders;

FIG. 27 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with the Clean Screen Feature;

FIG. 28 is a second view of the display illustrating pro-
gramming steps associated with the Clean Screen Feature;

FIG. 29 is a third view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with the Clean Screen Feature;

FIG. 30 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with turning ON or OFF of display of
certain parameters;

FIG. 31 is a second view of the display illustrating pro-
gramming steps associated with turning ON or OFF of dis-
play of certain parameters;

FIG. 32 is a third view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with turning ON or OFF of display of
certain parameters;

FIG. 33 is a fourth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with turning ON or OFF of display of
certain parameters;

FIG. 34 is a fifth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with turning ON or OFF of display of
certain parameters;

FIG. 35 is a sixth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with turning ON or OFF of display of
certain parameters;

FIG. 36 is a first view of the display illustrating toggling
among displays of certain parameters;

FIG. 37 is a second view of the display illustrating toggling
among displays of certain parameters;

FIG. 38 is a third view of the display illustrating toggling
among displays of certain parameters;

FIG. 39 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with displays of custom reminders;

FIG. 40 is a second view of the display illustrating pro-
gramming steps associated with displays of custom remind-
ers;

FIG. 41 is a third view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with displays of custom reminders;

FIG. 42 is a fourth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with displays of custom reminders;

FIG. 43 is a fifth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with displays of custom reminders;

FIG. 44 is a sixth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with displays of custom reminders;

FIG. 45 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with hiding display of menu items not
relevant to a user’s extant system;

FIG. 46 is a second view of the display illustrating pro-
gramming steps associated with hiding display of menu items
not relevant to a user’s extant system;

FIG. 47 is a third view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with hiding display of menu items not
relevant to a user’s extant system;

FIG. 48 is a fourth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with hiding display of menu items not
relevant to a user’s extant system;
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FIG. 49 is a fifth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with hiding display of menu items not
relevant to a user’s extant system;

FIG. 50 is a sixth view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with hiding display of menu items not
relevant to a user’s extant system; and

FIG. 51 is aflow chart illustrating the method of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a thermostat display configured
according to the teachings of the present invention. In FIG. 1,
a thermostat display 10 may be appropriate for use with a
control unit in an environmental control system such as, by
way of example and not by way of limitation, a Heating
Ventilating Air Conditioning (HVAC) system. Display 10
may include a plurality of touch responsive loci configured to
respond to pressure applied to respective touch responsive
loci for effecting respective responses.

In the exemplary display 10 illustrated FIG. 1, touch
responsive loci 12 may be generally indicated by delineated
directional areas 20,, 20,, 205, 20,, 205, 20, annotated with
directional symbols indicating alteration or adjustment of a
parameter up or down. Actuation may be carried out in any
known manner, preferably by pressing or depressing an indi-
vidual locus 20,, in the manner of a touch screen input device
known by those skilled in the art of design of control devices
for HVAC systems. The indicator “n” is employed to signify
that there can be any number of delineated directional areas in
display 10. The inclusion of six delineated directional areas
20,, 20,, 20, 20, 204, 20,, in FIG. 1 is illustrative only and
does not constitute any limitation regarding the number of
delineated directional areas that may be included in the dis-
play of the present invention.

Display 10 may include additional touch responsive first
loci 14 generally indicated by functional action areas 22,
22,, 22,22, 22, 22, 22 annotated to indicate specified
actions or functions that may be effected by actuating a
respective area. Action area 22, permits effecting a “CAN-
CEL” or “EDIT” action or function. Action area 22, permits
effecting a “BACK” or “WAKE” action or function. Action
area 22, permits effecting a “LEAVE” action or function.
Action area 22, permits effecting a “CLEAN” or “RETURN”
action or function. Action area 225 permits effecting an
“ENTER” or “SLEEP” action or function. Action area 22
permits effecting an “EDIT” or “NEXT” action or function.
Action area 22, permits effecting a “SAVE” action or func-
tion. The indicator “m” is employed to signify that there can
be any number of functional action areas in display 10. The
inclusion of seven functional action areas 22, 22,, 225, 22,
22, 22, 22, in FIG. 1 is illustrative only and does not
constitute any limitation regarding the number of functional
action areas that may be included in the display of the present
invention.

Display 10 may include additional touch responsive loci 16
generally indicated by mode controlling areas 24, 24,, 24,
annotated to indicate specified modes or controls that may be
effected by actuating a respective area. Mode controlling area
24, permits effecting a “HEAT” mode, a “COOL” mode, an
“AUTO” mode, an “OFF” mode or an “EM HEAT” (emer-
gency heat) mode. Mode controlling area 24, permits effect-
ing a fan mode of “ON”, “AUTO” or “CIRC” (circulate).
Mode controlling area 24, permits effecting a schedule mode
of “ON” or “OFF”. Actuation may be carried out in any
known manner, preferably by pressing or depressing an indi-
vidual locus 24, in the manner of a touch screen input device
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known by those skilled in the art of design of control devices
for HVAC systems. The indicator “r” is employed to signify
that there can be any number of mode controlling areas in
display 10. The inclusion of three mode controlling areas 24,
24,, 24, in FIG. 1 is illustrative only and does not constitute
any limitation regarding the number of mode controlling
areas that may be included in the display of the present inven-
tion.

Display 10 may include additional touch responsive loci 18
generally indicated by tab selecting areas 26, 26, 26_ anno-
tated to indicate specified separate control menus or tabs that
may be effected by actuating a respective area. Tab selecting
area 26, permits selecting a “HOME” menu or tab. Tab select-
ing area 26, permits selecting a “SCHEDULE” menu or tab.
Tab selecting area 26, permits selecting an “OPTIONS” menu
or tab. Actuation may be carried out in any known manner,
preferably by pressing or depressing an individual locus 26,
in the manner of a touch screen input device known by those
skilled in the art of design of control devices for HVAC
systems. The indicator “s” is employed to signify that there
can be any number of tab selecting areas in display 10. The
inclusion of three tab selecting areas 26, 26,, 26, in FIG. 1is
illustrative only and does not constitute any limitation regard-
ing the number of tab selecting areas that may be included in
the display of the present invention.

Touch responsive areas 12, 14, 16, 18 may be configured
using fixed segment display technology. Fixed segment dis-
play technology generally results in clear, crisp, well-defined
displayed information. However, fixed segment display tech-
nology is generally inflexible and resistant to change. Fixed
segment display technology is not readily amenable to pre-
senting custom messages or similar ad hoc information dis-
plays. Displays employing fixed segment display technology
do not permit in-the-field changes in displayed information to
accommodate differing needs among different users.

Display 10 may include a display locus 30 configured to
employ dot matrix display technology. Dot matrix display
technology is readily accepting of changes so that customiz-
able messages or other information may be presented using
dot matrix display technology responsive to changes entered
by auser. Display locus 30 may include a message zone 32 for
display of customized messages, alerts or other displays.
Display locus 30 may further include touch responsive loci
34, generally indicated by customizable selecting areas 36,
36,, 365, 36,, 36, annotated to indicate specified separate
control functions or selections that may be effected by press-
ing or otherwise actuating a respective area. Each of customi-
zable selecting areas 36,, 36,, 365, 36,, 36, may be pro-
grammed to effect a predetermined response in reaction to
pressure applied to a respective customizable area. The par-
ticular response to touching may be indicated by a custom-
ized message in display area 30 using dot matrix display
technology. The indicator “t” is employed to signify that there
can be any number of customizable selecting areas in display
10. The inclusion of five customizable selecting areas 36,
36,, 36, 36,, 36, in FIG. 1 is illustrative only and does not
constitute any limitation regarding the number of customiz-
able selecting areas that may be included in the display of the
present invention. Alternatively, selecting areas 36,, 36,, 365,
36,36, may be non-responsive to touch but may be employed
to effect labeling of associated touch-responsive areas located
substantially adjacent to selecting areas 36,, 36,, 365, 36,,
36,. By way of example and not by way of limitation, select-
ing area 36, may be employed to label functional area 22, for
use as a selecting button associated with an element displayed
in message zone 32. Selecting area 36, may be employed to
label functional area 22, for use as a selecting button associ-
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ated with an element displayed in message zone 32. Selecting
area 36, may be employed to label functional area 22, for use
as a selecting button associated with an element displayed in
message zone 32. Selecting area 36, may be employed to
label functional area 22 for use as a selecting button associ-
ated with an element displayed in message zone 32. Selecting
area 36, may be employed to label functional area 22 ; for use
as a selecting button associated with an element displayed in
message zone 32.

Other areas of display 10 may be configured for display
only without providing a coincident touch sensitive area for
receiving user inputs such as, by way of example and not by
way of limitation, display-only areas 40,, 40,, 405, 40, 40,,.
Display-only areas 40,, 40,, 405, 40,, 40, may employ any
display technology, but preferably employ fixed segment dis-
play technology. By way of example and not by way of
limitation, display-only area 40 may display up to two digits
indicating a set temperature for a HEAT mode of operation,
display-only area 40, may display up to two digits indicating
a set temperature for a COOL mode of operation, display-
only area 40, may display an “F” indicator indicating degrees
Fahrenheit or a “C” indicator indicating degrees Celsius, and
display-only areas 40,, 40, may cooperate to display up to
two digits indicating an extant indoor temperature. The indi-
cator “u” is employed to signify that there can be any number
of display-only areas in display 10. The inclusion of five
display-only areas 40,, 40,, 405, 40,, 40,, in FIG. 1 is illus-
trative only and does not constitute any limitation regarding
the number of display-only areas that may be included in the
display of the present invention.

Day-of-week indicators “MON” (Monday), “TUE” (Tues-
day), “WED” (Wednesday), “THU” (Thursday), “FRI” (Fri-
day), “SAT” (Saturday) and “SUN” (Sunday) are illustrated
as being included within message zone 32 and configured
using dot-matrix display format. Day-of-week indicators
may be situated outside of message zone 32 and configured
using fixed segment display format if desired.

Employment of fixed segment display technology and dot
matrix display technology in display 10 permits designing
display 10 so that frequently used controls and associated
information displays such as, by way of example and not by
way of limitation, controls and information related with touch
responsive loci 12, 14, 16, 18 may be rendered in highly
readable fixed segments. Mixing display technologies also
permits dynamic information to be rendered in dot matrix
display technology to present customizable text messages
clearly understandable by a user and instructive to a user.

By way of example and not by way of limitation, system
status indications on prior art thermostat display units have
typically been effected using fixed indicators such as a light
indicator, a code display or a fixed Liquid Crystal Display
(LCD) text. Such fixed indicators are not generally descrip-
tive so that a user, such as a homeowner, may be left wanting
more information than is provided by the indicator. This may
be the case when a “trouble” indicator such as a lighted or
blinking Light Emitting Diode (LED) indicator is actuated,
but no indication of the exact problem is available without
consulting a user’s manual. Further, because the indicators
are in fixed positions on the display screen there is not a single
place on the screen or other user interface that one can always
look at to determine whether there are any problems. An
indicator of system status could be located anywhere on the
display screen making it difficult to review system status.
Difficulty in reviewing system status may create a possibility
of a critical message being inadvertently overlooked.

Providing a variable display area such as display area using
a technology permitting variation of information presented
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permits a user to look to a particular area of display 10, such
as display area 30, to quickly and assuredly determine
whether the system is operating properly and, if not, what the
nature of an extant problem may be.

FIG. 2 is a first view of the display illustrating features
associated with the HOME Tab. In FIG. 2, HOME tab select-
ing area 26, is depressed or otherwise actuated to orient
display 10 in an exemplary “HOME” configuration. Display
10 is preferably configured with a backlit screen with adjust-
able brightness and presents large graphics so as to be easy to
read and easy to use.

A user’s depressing or otherwise actuating HOME tab
selecting area 26, configures display 10 for displaying current
system operations including, by way of example and not by
way of limitation, display of indoor temperature (display only
areas 40,, 40,) and heating and cooling set points (display
only areas 40, 40,) and permits a user to make adjustments to
system operation. The HOME tab may be actuated automati-
cally pursuant to satisfying predetermined conditions. By
way of example and not by way of limitation, the HOME tab
may be actuated when there is a period of inactivity (e.g., 60
seconds) while a user is on either the SCHEDULE tab or the
OPTIONS tab

In the “HOME” configuration illustrated in FIG. 2, touch
responsive loci 12 are partially presented to provide direc-
tional areas 20, 20,, 205, 20,; touch responsive loci 14 are
generally not presented to a user; touch responsive loci 16 are
generally fully presented (touch responsive loci 16 are repre-
sented in FIG. 2 as having experienced selection by a user to
establish an AUTO Mode with Fan in AUTO and Schedule
ON); and touch responsive loci 18 are generally fully pre-
sented as having experienced selection by a user to establish
the HOME configuration.

Providing a “file folder” type of display organization using
TABS selectable by depressing or otherwise activating tab
selecting areas 26,, 26,, 26, avoids cluttering display 10 with
menu selections that are not relevant to an extant selection
task. As prior art thermostat control displays added more and
more capability to control an associated HVAC system, the
number of buttons and menu screens became more and more
complicated. A result was complex control or programming
procedures that were cumbersome to execute, even with the
aid of an associated user’s manual. Providing TABS improves
intuitive easy navigating among functions programmable or
selectable using display 10. Grouping configuration and con-
trol options on logical TABS on the user interface, i.e., display
10, provides a user with displays familiar to users, especially
to users having experience dealing with such software pro-
grams as MS Excel® (a trademark of Microsoft Corporation)
and various web browser programs. Tabbed interface permits
users to quickly navigate to and control features of a system.

If'an outdoor temperature sensor is installed (not shown in
FIG. 2), display area 30 may display outdoor temperature, or
relative humidity, or both outdoor temperature and relative
humidity (only outdoor temperature is illustrated as displayed
in FIG. 2), along with accompanying information such as, by
way of example and not by way of limitation, date and time.

By way of example and not by way of limitation, display 10
may be operated in the HOME configuration illustrated in
FIG. 2 to permit a user to actuate the SCHED button 24, to
select SCHED ON so that the controlled system (not shown in
FIG. 2) will follow a pre-programmed schedule. A user may
again depress or otherwise actuate the SCHED button to
select SCHED OFF for non-programmed, manual system
operation.

Prior art thermostat controls generally always have a pre-
programmed operation running so that heating and cooling
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set points are changed according to pre-programmed settings
when a predetermined time is reached. If a user wished to
disable the pre-programmed operation using a prior art ther-
mostat control the user was required to put the thermostat in
a “permanent hold” state. The term “permanent hold” proved
to be confusing to many users. Further, if a user wished to
change temperature setting of a thermostat control there was
a requirement that the user perform another permanent hold
regarding the newly set temperature set point. In short, the
process for changing a programmed temperature was some-
times cumbersome, frustrating and confusing to users. Pro-
viding a SCHED button permitting a user to easily press a
single button for placing a system in a SCHED ON mode for
following a pre-programmed schedule or in a SCHED OFF
mode for non-programmed, manual operation is intuitively
easy for a user to understand and carry out.

FIG. 3 is a second view of the display illustrating features
associated with the HOME Tab. In FIG. 3, display 10 remains
in the HOME tab but is additionally configured for effecting
a Temporary Schedule Hold setting. Display 10 may be con-
figured so that while in the HOME tab, anytime a temperature
set point (displayed at display-only areas 40, 40, is changed,
a display is presented in display area 30 relating to setting a
Temperature Schedule Hold mode of operation. In the Tem-
porary Schedule Hold mode the HOME tab display is altered
somewhat to provide selection buttons within display area 30
for effecting a Temporary Schedule Hold entry. Specifically,
touch responsive loci are oriented to present a CANCEL
button 22,, a Time Selecting button 22, (labeled in coopera-
tion with display area 30), a Date Selecting button 22 (la-
beled in cooperation with display area 30), an UP arrow 205,
a DOWN arrow 20,, and a SAVE button 22,,,.

Additionally, in the Temporary Schedule Hold mode, dis-
play area 30 displays a time and date until which a temporary
hold is to be maintained. Selectively actuating Time Selecting
button 22, or Date Selecting button 22 permits a user to
pause a pre-programmed schedule for a time set using Time
Selecting button 22, or Date Selecting button 224 to set the
time and date it is desired that the pre-programmed schedule
is to resume. By way of example and not by way of limitation,
atemporary schedule hold may be imposed for a time interval
ranging from a few hours up to forty-five days.

FIG. 4 is a view of the display illustrating features associ-
ated with the SCHEDULE Tab. In FIG. 4, SCHEDULE tab
selecting area 26, is depressed or otherwise actuated to orient
display 10 in an exemplary “SCHEDULE” configuration. A
user’s depressing or otherwise actuating SCHEDULE tab
selecting area 26, configures display 10 for displaying a pro-
gramming screen to permit a user to select temperatures for
certain times of day such as, by way of example and not by
way of limitation, time of waking (WAKE time), time of
leaving one’s house for work (LEAVE time), time returning
to house after work (RETURN time) and time of going to
sleep (SLEEP time).

Display 10 may permit a user to schedule or program
events for an entire week, as indicated by inclusion of all days
ofthe week in display area 30. Alternately, selected subsets of
the week may be programmed separately such as, by way of
example and not by way of limitation, scheduling events
according to the same schedule for a Monday-Friday work-
week with a different schedule set for weekends. Another
choice may be for a user to schedule events for each indi-
vidual day of the week. Opting among subsets of a week for
scheduling may be effected by depressing or otherwise actu-
ating the NEXT button 22, among touch responsive loci 14.

In the “SCHEDULE” configuration illustrated in FIG. 4,
touch responsive loci 12 are generally not presented to a user;
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touch responsive loci 14 are generally presented to a user as
described in connection with FIG. 1 (functional action areas
22,, 22,, 22, 22, 225, 22,) with no SAVE button (22,
presented. In this SCHEDULE configuration functional
action areas are as labeled in the bottom portion of areas
illustrated in FIG. 1. Thus, functional action area 22, affects
an EDIT function, functional action area 22, affects a WAKE
time setting; functional action area 22, affects a LEAVE time
setting, functional action area 22, affects a RETURN time
setting; functional action area 22 affects a SLEEP time set-
ting and functional action area 22 affects a NEXT function.
Touch responsive loci 16 are generally presented only in
terms of a FAN mode selection button with the Fan in AUTO
in FIG. 4. Touch responsive loci 18 are generally fully pre-
sented as having experienced selection by a user to establish
the SCHEDULE configuration.

FIG. 5 is a first view of the display illustrating features
associated with the OPTIONS Tab. FIG. 6 is a second view of
the display illustrating features associated with the OPTIONS
Tab. FIG. 7 is a third view of the display illustrating features
associated with the OPTIONS Tab. Regarding FIGS. 5-7
together, OPTIONS tab selecting area 26, is depressed or
otherwise actuated to orient display 10 in an exemplary
“OPTIONS” configuration. A user’s depressing or otherwise
actuating OPTIONS tab selecting area 26 configures display
10 for displaying a scrolling list of adjustable settings.

In the “OPTIONS” configuration illustrated in FIGS. 5-7,
touch responsive loci 12 are generally presented to a user as
described in connection with FIG. 1 only in so far as two
selecting or scrolling buttons are represented, such as delin-
eated directional areas 205, 20,,. Touch responsive loci 14 are
generally presented to a user as described in connection with
FIG. 1 only in so far as two functional action areas 22, 22 are
represented. In this OPTIONS configuration functional
action areas are as labeled in the top portion of areas illus-
trated in FIG. 1. Thus, functional action area 22, affects a
CLEAN function, functional action area 225 affects an
ENTER function. Touch responsive loci 16 are generally not
presented to a user. Touch responsive loci 18 are generally
fully presented as having experienced selection by a user to
establish the OPTIONS configuration.

By way of example and not by way of limitation, a user
may employ delineated directional areas 205, 20,, to scroll
through a list of adjustable settings presented in display area
(FIG. 5). Adjustable settings are highlighted or otherwise
differentiated from other adjustable settings as each becomes
available for selection. When a desired adjustable setting is
highlighted or otherwise indicated as available for selection,
a user may depress or otherwise actuate the ENTER button
22, to select the adjustable setting to be adjusted. Other sub-
lists may be displayed. Eventually a user will be able to
indicate and select a particular setting for adjustment, the user
may then depress or otherwise actuate the ENTER button 225
to select the indicated setting for adjustment and then delin-
eated directional areas 205, 20,, may be employed to adjust
the setting upward or downward until the desired setting level
is achieved.

By way of example and not by way of limitation, one may
scroll to a setting USER SETTINGS, select USER SET-
TINGS and be presented with a sub-list or sub-lists that
ultimately permit a user to establish settings such as Date,
Time, Events per Day, Backlight Intensity, Backlight Setting
or Security Lock.

Similarly a user may scroll to a setting REMINDERS,
select REMINDERS and ultimately select from a series of
service, parts replacement, maintenance or custom reminders
(FIG. 6). As the function of display 10 changes, (e.g., select-
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ing an adjustable setting (FIG. 5) or displaying a reminder
(FIG. 6)) the particular respective functional areas 22,, pre-
sented to a user may change. FIG. 6 illustrates that functional
areas 22, (BACK) and 22 (EDIT) may be presented to a user
while viewing reminder messages. The selected reminders
may be displayed in display area 30 when display 10 is in the
HOME configuration (FIG. 2).

As indicated in FIG. 7, contact information relating to
one’s HVAC dealer or repair facility may be selected while in
the OPTIONS configuration and may appear on display 10 in
the HOME configuration when a critical system error occurs.
Prior art thermostat display units typically are provided with
an adhesive sticker or decal for adhering to the housing of the
thermostat with contact information relating to a HVAC
dealer or repair facility. Homeowners sometimes regard such
stickers as unsightly and remove them. If their system needs
service, there is a problem determining how to contact the
repair facility.

Entering appropriate service and repair contact informa-
tion in memory of a thermostat permits its display of the
information without requiring a sticker. Further, the system
may be programmed to recognize circumstances under which
it would be advisable to contact a repair facility and automati-
cally display the contact information when such circum-
stances occur.

More than one message may be displayed in display area
30 using a “slide show” technique successively displaying
each message for a predetermined time, using a “scrolling”
display by which the message displays are rolled by for a
viewer’s perusal or using another multi-message display
technique.

FIG. 8 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Mode of operation. FIG. 9 is a
second view of the display illustrating programming steps
associated with Mode of operation. Regarding FIGS. 8-9
together, a user may touch display 10 generally anywhere to
activate the backlight and render display 10 easy to read.

In programming heating and cooling set point tempera-
tures in a system using display 10, a user places display 10 in
a HOME configuration substantially as described above in
connection with FIG. 2. To set or program a temperature, a
user may press the MODE button 24, repeatedly to select a
choice of system operation (i.e., HEAT, COOL, AUTO, OFF,
EM HEAT). AUTO allows the thermostat unit to automati-
cally switch between heating and cooling as dictated by the
indoor temperature. EM HEAT (Emergency Heat) is used to
disable heat pump operation on very cold days and use elec-
tric strip heating or fossil fuel heating instead.

A user may press UP arrow 20, or DOWN arrow 20, to
program a desired heating set point (displayed at display-only
area 40,). A user may press UP arrow 205 or DOWN arrow
20, to program a desired cooling set point (displayed at dis-
play-only area 40,). A user may press UP arrow 205 or
DOWN arrow 20, to program a desired time (selected by time
selection button 22;) and date (selected by date selection
button 22;) the user desires that the schedule resume (dis-
played at display area 30).

FIG. 10 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with operation Schedule. FIG. 11 is a
second view of the display illustrating programming steps
associated with operation Schedule. FIG. 12 is a third view of
the display illustrating programming steps associated with
operation Schedule. Regarding FIGS. 10-12 together, a user
may touch display 10 generally anywhere to activate the
backlight and render display 10 easy to read.

In programming a schedule in a system using display 10, a
user places display 10 in a SCHEDULE configuration sub-



US 9,056,539 B2

11

stantially as described above in connection with FI1G. 4. In the
SCHEDULE configuration display 10 may appear substan-
tially as presented in FIG. 11. To set or program a schedule, a
user may press EDIT button 22, and then press NEXT button
22 repeatedly to select a grouping of days displayed in dis-
play area 30. When the desired grouping of days is displayed,
a user may press WAKE button 22,, LEAVE button 22,
RETURN button 22, or SLEEP button 22 to select an event
to be programmed. After selecting an event to be programmed
and pressing EDIT button 22,, display 10 may appear sub-
stantially as presented in FIG. 12.

A user may thereafter use UP arrows 20,, 20, or DOWN
arrows 20, 20, to select a desired temperature set point for
the selected event. A user may then press FAN button 24,
repeatedly to select a desired fan mode for the selected event.
A user may then press UP arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20, to
set a start time for the selected event. Another event may be
selected for programming by pressing or otherwise actuating
an appropriate functional area: WAKE button 22,, LEAVE
button 22, RETURN button 22, or SLEEP button 22. A user
may press SAVE button 22, when all events and days are
programmed as desired. Pressing HOME Tab 26, returns
display 10 to the main screen (see FIG. 2). A user must ensure
that SCHED button 24, is set to ON so that the system will
follow the programmed events just entered.

Prior art thermostat control devices generally require auser
to navigate through a menu of day groupings to program such
as, by way of example and not by way of limitation, M-SUN
(Monday-Sunday), M-F (Monday-Friday), SA (Saturday),
SUN Sunday), and other similar day groupings. Some prior
art thermostat control devices require a user to select multiple
days on different buttons or select each day for separate
programming treatment. Display 10 permits a user to select
among predetermined day groupings using a single button
(e.g., NEXT button 22;). Each press or other actuation of
NEXT button 22, presents a different group of days to be
programmed in display area 30 offering a quick and easy way
for a user to select which group of days is desired for pro-
gramming without having to navigate confusing menus or
make multiple selections on different buttons.

FIG. 13 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Temporary/Vacation Hold. FIG.
14 is a second view of the display illustrating programming
steps associated with Temporary/Vacation Hold. Regarding
FIGS. 13-14 together, a user may touch display 10 generally
anywhere to activate the backlight and render display 10 easy
to read.

In programming a Temporary/Vacation Hold in a system
using display 10, a user places display 10 in a HOME con-
figuration substantially as described above in connection with
FIG. 2. In the HOME configuration display 10 may appear
substantially as presented in FIG. 13. To set or program a
Temporary/Vacation Hold, a user may press UP arrow 20, or
DOWN arrow 20, to program a desired heating set point
(displayed at display-only area 40,). A user may press UP
arrow 20, or DOWN arrow 20, to program a desired cooling
set point (displayed at display-only area 40,). Adjusting
either of the heating set point or the cooling set point will
cause display 10 to present display area 30 substantially as
illustrated in FIG. 14. A user may then press UP arrow 20 or
DOWN arrow 20, to program a desired time (selected by time
selection button 22;) and date (selected by date selection
button 22;) the user desires that the programmed schedule
will resume (displayed at display area 30). Display 10 may be
configured so that skipping the step of programming a desired
date a time for desired resumption of the programmed sched-
ule may result in the set point temperatures entered above for
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Temporary/Vacation Hold will hold for a predetermined time
such as, by way of example and not by way of limitation, three
hours before resuming the programmed schedule. A user may
press SAVE button 22, to save the set point temperatures,
time and date to resume, entered above for Temporary/Vaca-
tion Hold. The Temporary/Vacation Hold may be cancelled at
any time by pressing SCHED button 24,.

FIG. 15 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Humidity Settings. FIG. 16 is a
second view of the display illustrating programming steps
associated with Humidity Settings. FIG. 17 is a third view of
the display illustrating programming steps associated with
Humidity Settings. FIG. 18 is a fourth view of the display
illustrating programming steps associated with Humidity
Settings. FIG. 19 is a fifth view of the display illustrating
programming steps associated with Humidity Settings.
Regarding FIGS. 15-19 together, a user may touch display 10
generally anywhere to activate the backlight and render dis-
play 10 easy to read (FIG. 15).

In programming Humidity Settings in a system using dis-
play 10, a user places display 10 in an OPTION configuration
substantially as described above in connection with FIGS.
5-7. In the OPTIONS configuration display 10 may appear
substantially as presented in FIG. 16. To set or program
Humidity Settings, a user may press UP arrow 205 or DOWN
arrow 20, to scroll through a list of adjustable settings pre-
sented in display area 30 (FIG. 16). Adjustable settings are
highlighted or otherwise differentiated from other adjustable
settings as each becomes available for selection. A user may
be presented with a plurality of displayed settings for selec-
tion, may scroll among the displayed settings using UP arrow
205 or DOWN arrow 20,, and may select USER SETTINGS
by pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER button 22 when
USER SETTINGS is highlighted. A user may then press UP
arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20, to scroll through a list of user
setting alternatives presented in display area 30 (FIG. 17). A
user may then select HUMIDITY SETTING by pressing or
otherwise actuating ENTER button 225 when HUMIDITY
SETTING is highlighted. Thereafter, a user may press UP
arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20, to select a desired relative
humidity set point (FIG. 18). A user may press or otherwise
actuate SAVE button 22, to save the selected relative humid-
ity set point (FIG. 19).

FIG. 20 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with Setting Service Reminders. FI1G.
21 is a second view of the display illustrating programming
steps associated with Setting Service Reminders. FIG. 22is a
third view of the display illustrating programming steps asso-
ciated with Setting Service Reminders. FIG. 23 is a fourth
view of the display illustrating programming steps associated
with Setting Service Reminders. FIG. 24 is a fifth view of the
display illustrating programming steps associated with Set-
ting Service Reminders. FIG. 25 is a sixth view of the display
illustrating programming steps associated with Setting Ser-
vice Reminders. FIG. 26 is a seventh view of the display
illustrating programming steps associated with Setting Ser-
vice Reminders. Regarding FIGS. 20-26 together, a user may
touch display 10 generally anywhere to activate the backlight
and render display 10 easy to read (FIG. 20).

In programming a Service Reminder in a system using
display 10, a user places display 10 in an OPTION configu-
ration substantially as described above in connection with
FIGS. 5-7. In the OPTIONS configuration display 10 may
appear substantially as presented in FIG. 21. To set or pro-
gram a Service Reminder, a user may press UP arrow 205 or
DOWN arrow 20, to scroll through a list of adjustable settings
presented in display area 30 (FIG. 21). Adjustable settings are
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highlighted or otherwise differentiated from other adjustable
settings as each becomes available for selection. A user may
select REMINDERS by pressing or otherwise actuating
ENTER button 225 when REMINDERS is highlighted. A
user may then press UP arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20,, to
scroll through a list of reminder alternatives presented in
display area 30 (FIG. 22). By way of example and not by way
of limitation, a user may then select REPLACE MEDIA
FILTER by pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER button
22, when REPLACE MEDIA FILTER is displayed in display
area 30 (FIG. 22).

Thereafter, a user may press EDIT button 22, to select a
first editable element associated with REPLACE MEDIA
FILTER. A user may use arrows 20, 20, to select whether it
is desired to modify or edit CALENDAR TIME or RUN
TIME, and press ENTER button 22 to complete the selection
of CALENDAR TIME or RUN TIME (FIG. 23).

A user may thereafter press or otherwise actuate RESET
button 225 or EDIT button 22, (labeled in cooperation with
display area 30) and use arrows 205, 20,, to set time for the
service reminder being programmed (FIG. 24). By way of
example and not by way of limitation one may set the time for
a reminder for a period ranging from one month to twenty-
four months (FIG. 25). A user may thereafter press SAVE
button to save the programming steps entered. Pressing or
otherwise actuating HOME tab 26, returns display 10 to its
HOME configuration (FIG. 26). Service reminders are dis-
played in display area 30 in the HOME configuration at the
programmed date.

Display 10 permits resetting a reminder, such as a service
reminder, directly from display screen 10 without having to
goto a special set-up or configuration screen. With many prior
art thermostat devices one must dismiss and reset (or at least
reset) the reminder using a special set-up or configuration
screen requiring a user manual to know how to perform the
operation. Often a homeowner does not know how to carry
out this programming evolution so the service reminder mes-
sage is never reset and the feature is rendered substantially
useless. Display 10 permits resetting the reminder time inter-
val directly when it appears on display 30 using a reset button
22 (FIG. 26; labeled in cooperation with display area 30)
without having to go to little used and unfamiliar special
set-up or configuration screen. This direct reset capability
increases usability of the feature.

A reminder button 22, (FIG. 26; labeled in connection with
display area 30) permits a user to direct the system served by
athermostat using display 10 to remind the user at a later time
of'the need for a service such as, by way of example and not
by way of limitation, redisplaying the reminder message,
displaying the reminder message in a flashing mode, emitting
an audible alert or another reminder technique. This “Remind
Later” feature may be useful when a homeowner does not
have a replacement filter handy when the reminder is first
displayed. The “Remind Later” feature permits a user to
dismiss a reminder temporarily without having to reset the
reminder or having to see the reminder displayed continu-
ously until reset. The remind period may be a predetermined
maximum time such as, by way of example and not by way of
limitation, seven days.

Prior art thermostat control devices generally require auser
to enter a reminder interval or delay using a code correspond-
ing to a time, such as a number of days. The time code is
commonly provided in a user manual and is likely not some-
thing the user remembers. The capability to enter reminder
delay interval or other time in terms of a number of months (or
other predetermined time interval) in display 10 is a signifi-
cant improvement in convenience and ease of use for a user.
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Display 10 could be provided with access to a stored cal-
endar. Such a stored calendar could be contained within a
processor device associated with a control device operating
withdisplay 10 (not shown in detail in FIGS. 1-51). In such an
arrangement, a user could select a “calendar function” and
scroll through calendars to select a particular date for a
reminder to be displayed.

FIG. 27 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with the Clean Screen Feature. FIG. 28
is a second view of the display illustrating programming steps
associated with the Clean Screen Feature. FIG. 29 is a third
view of the display illustrating programming steps associated
with the Clean Screen Feature. Regarding FIGS. 27-29
together, a user may touch display 10 generally anywhere to
activate the backlight and render display 10 easy to read (FIG.
27).

In setting up a CLEAN SCREEN configuration in a system
using display 10, a user places display 10 in an OPTION
configuration substantially as described above in connection
with FIGS. 5-7. In the OPTIONS configuration display 10
may appear substantially as presented in FIG. 28. To setup a
CLEAN SCREEN configuration, a user may press CLEAN
button 22,. The CLEAN SCREEN configuration thus set up
deactivates all touch responsive loci for touch screen entry to
display 10 for a predetermined period such as, by way of
example and not by way of limitation, thirty seconds. By
deactivating the touch responsive loci of display 10 one may
be able to clean the screen without inadvertently providing
input signals to the system supported and controlled by the
thermostat device using display 10 (not shown in FIG. 27-29).
Pressing or otherwise activating CLEAN button 22, again
may provide additional time for cleaning the screen. Display
10 may indicate remaining time for duration of the CLEAN
SCREEN configuration as at locus 42 (FIG. 29).

FIG. 30 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with turning ON or OFF of display of
certain parameters. FIG. 31 is a second view of the display
illustrating programming steps associated with turning ON or
OFF of display of certain parameters. FIG. 32 is a third view
of'the display illustrating programming steps associated with
turning ON or OFF of display of certain parameters. FIG. 33
is a fourth view of the display illustrating programming steps
associated with turning ON or OFF of display of certain
parameters. FIG. 34 is a fifth view of the display illustrating
programming steps associated with turning ON or OFF of
display of certain parameters. FIG. 35 is a sixth view of the
display illustrating programming steps associated with turn-
ing ON or OFF of display of certain parameters. Regarding
FIGS. 30-35 together, in programming display 10 to turn ON
or OFF the display of certain parameters, a user places display
10 in an OPTION configuration substantially as described
above in connection with FIGS. 5-7. In the OPTIONS con-
figuration display 10 may appear substantially as presented in
FIG. 30. A user may press UP arrow 20 or DOWN arrow 20,
to scroll through a list of adjustable settings presented in
display area 30 (FIG. 30). Adjustable settings are highlighted
or otherwise differentiated from other adjustable settings as
each becomes available for selection. A user may select
USER SETTINGS by pressing or otherwise actuating
ENTER button 225 when USER SETTINGS is highlighted. A
user may then press UP arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20, to
scroll through a list of USER SETTINGS alternatives pre-
sented in display area 30 (FIG. 32). A user may then select
DISPLAY INFO by pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER
button 225 when DISPLAY INFO is displayed in display area
30 (FIG. 33). A user may then press UP arrow 205 or DOWN
arrow 20,, to scroll through a list of DISPLAY INFO alterna-
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tives presented in display area 30 (FIG. 34). A user may then
select OUTDOOR TEMP (by way of example and not by way
of limitation) by pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER
button 225 when OUTDOOR TEMP is displayed in display
area 30 (FIG. 34). A user may then press UP arrow 205 or
DOWN arrow 20,, to scroll through an ON alternative and an
OFF alternative presented in display area 30 (FIG. 35). A user
may then select ON (by way of example and not by way of
limitation) by pressing or otherwise actuating SAVE button
22,, when ON is displayed in display area 30 (FIG. 35).

If'no outdoor sensor is installed in the system controlled by
a thermostat employing display 10, a message “OUTDOOR
SENSOR REQUIRED” may be displayed when the ON alter-
native is selected.

A user may select which parameters are displayed on the
screen of display 10. This capability may reduce the amount
of clutter on the screen and may make display 10 more read-
able. By way of example and not by way of limitation, a user
can select whether or not to display indoor relative humidity
or outside temperature.

FIG. 36 is a first view of the display illustrating toggling
among displays of certain parameters. FIG. 37 is a second
view of the display illustrating toggling among displays of
certain parameters. FIG. 38 is a third view of the display
illustrating toggling among displays of certain parameters.
FIGS. 30-35 illustrate programming steps associated with
turning ON or OFF of display of certain parameters, as dis-
cussed above. FIGS. 36-38 illustrate the result of program-
ming steps carried out to effect toggling among displays of
certain parameters.

Regarding FIGS. 30-38 together, in turning on toggling
among displays of certain parameters, a user places display
10 in an OPTION configuration substantially as described
above in connection with FIGS. 5-7. In the OPTIONS con-
figuration display 10 may appear substantially as presented in
FIG. 30. A user may press UP arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20,,
to scroll through a list of adjustable settings presented in
display area 30 (FI1G. 30). Adjustable settings are highlighted
or otherwise differentiated from other adjustable settings as
each becomes available for selection. A user may select
USER SETTINGS by pressing or otherwise actuating
ENTER button 22, when USER SETTINGS is highlighted. A
user may then press UP arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20,, to
scroll through a list of USER SETTINGS alternatives pre-
sented in display area 30 (FIG. 32). A user may then select
DISPLAY INFO by pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER
button 22, when DISPLAY INFO is displayed in display area
30 (FIG. 33). A user may then press UP arrow 205 or DOWN
arrow 20,, to scroll through a list of DISPLAY INFO alterna-
tives presented in display area 30 (FIG. 34). A user may then
select OUTDOOR TEMP (by way of example and not by way
of limitation) by pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER
button 225 when OUTDOOR TEMP is displayed in display
area 30 (FIG. 34). A user may then press UP arrow 20 or
DOWN arrow 20,, to scroll through an ON alternative and an
OFF alternative presented in display area 30 (FIG. 35). A user
may then select ON (by way of example and not by way of
limitation) by pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER button
22, when ON is displayed in display area 30 (FIG. 35) and
press SAVE (button 22,; see FIG. 1). If no outdoor sensor is
installed in the system controlled by a thermostat employing
display 10, a message “OUTDOOR SENSOR REQUIRED”
may be displayed when the ON alternative is selected.

A user may then press UP arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20,,
to again select DISPLAY INFO by pressing or otherwise
actuating ENTER button 225 when DISPLAY INFO is dis-
played in display area (FIG. 33). A user may then press UP
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arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20, to scroll through a list of
DISPLAY INFO alternatives presented in display area 30
(FIG. 34). A user may then select INDOOR RH (by way of
further example and not by way of limitation) by pressing or
otherwise actuating ENTER button 22, when INDOOR RH s
displayed in display area 30. A user may then press UP arrow
205 or DOWN arrow 20,, to scroll through an ON alternative
and an OFF alternative presented in display area 30 (FIG. 35).
A user may then select ON (by way of example and not by
way of limitation) by pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER
button 225 when ON is displayed in display area 30 (FIG. 35)
and press SAVE (button 22,).

A user may thereafter press or otherwise activate HOME
tab 26, and observe display area 30 presenting messages as
illustrated in FIGS. 36-38 in a repeating sequence, or tog-
gling, display.

With the variable display capability of display area 30,
fixed portions of display 10 need not be dedicated to display-
ing information. Information can be programmed to rotate or
toggle automatically in display area 30.

FIG. 39 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with displays of custom reminders.
FIG. 40 is a second view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with displays of custom reminders.
FIG. 41 is athird view of the display illustrating programming
steps associated with displays of custom reminders. FIG. 42
is a fourth view of the display illustrating programming steps
associated with displays of custom reminders. FIG. 43 is a
fifth view of the display illustrating programming steps asso-
ciated with displays of custom reminders. FIG. 44 is a sixth
view of the display illustrating programming steps associated
with displays of custom reminders. Regarding FIGS. 39-44
together, a user may touch display 10 generally anywhere to
activate the backlight and render display 10 easy to read (FIG.
39).

In programming a Custom Reminder in a system using
display 10, a user places display 10 in an OPTION configu-
ration substantially as described above in connection with
FIGS. 5-7. In the OPTIONS configuration display 10 may
appear substantially as presented in FIG. 40. To set or pro-
gram a Custom Reminder, a user may press UP arrow 20 or
DOWN arrow 20, to scroll through a list of adjustable settings
presented in display area 30 (FIG. 40). Adjustable settings are
highlighted or otherwise differentiated from other adjustable
settings as each becomes available for selection. A user may
be presented with a plurality of displayed settings for selec-
tion, may scroll among the displayed settings using UP arrow
205 or DOWN arrow 20,, and may select INSTALLER SET-
TINGS by pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER button
22, when INSTALLER SETTINGS is highlighted. FIG. 41 is
presented to warn a user that installer settings must be set by
a qualified user. A user may then press ENTER button 225 to
advance to installer settings. A user may be presented with a
plurality of displayed INSTALLER SETTINGS for selection,
may scroll among the displayed INSTALLER SETTINGS to
scroll to a list of reminder alternatives presented in display
area 30 (FIG. 42). A user may then select CUSTOM
REMINDER 1 by pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER
button 225 when CUSTOM REMINDER 1 is displayed in
display area 30 (FIG. 42).

Thereafter, a user may press EDIT button 22, and press UP
arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20,, to scroll through alphanu-
meric characters displayed (FIGS. 43, 44). When a desired
alphanumeric character is displayed in display area 30, a user
may press or otherwise activate NEXT button 22, to select a
subsequent character. BACK button 22, may be employed to
return to a previously selected character if desired (FIG. 43).
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When the desired annotation has been selected for CUSTOM
REMINDER 1, a user may press or otherwise activate SAVE
button 22, to save the Custom Reminder for display. Date and
time for display may be entered as selectable characters in
response to prompting by display 10 (not shown in detail in
FIGS. 39-44).

Installing HVAC contractors, dealers or other installing
personnel typically offer users such as homeowners various
routine services such as, by way of example and not by way of
limitation, duct cleaning, cleaning outside portions of HVAC
units, system checkups and similar services. Prior art HVAC
system control displays do not provide users with reminders
of such services other than the installer or dealer calling the
user when the scheduled service is due or sending a reminder
post card. Display 10 permits programming reminders so that
acontractor, installer or dealer can add a custom reminder that
is specific to the service offered. Once set up, display 10 may
display the reminder message in a manner similar to other
reminders, such as a reminder to check filters.

FIG. 45 is a first view of the display illustrating program-
ming steps associated with hiding display of menu items not
relevant to a user’s extant system. FIG. 46 is a second view of
the display illustrating programming steps associated with
hiding display of menu items not relevant to a user’s extant
system. FIG. 47 is a third view of the display illustrating
programming steps associated with hiding display of menu
items notrelevant to auser’s extant system. F1G. 48 is a fourth
view of the display illustrating programming steps associated
with hiding display of menu items not relevant to a user’s
extant system. FIG. 49 is a fifth view of the display illustrating
programming steps associated with hiding display of menu
items not relevant to a user’s extant system. FIG. 50 is a sixth
view of the display illustrating programming steps associated
with hiding display of menu items not relevant to a user’s
extant system. Regarding FIGS. 45-50 together, a user may
touch display 10 generally anywhere to activate the backlight
and render display 10 easy to read (FIG. 45).

In programming to hide display of selected menu items in
a system using display 10, a user places display 10 in an
OPTION configuration substantially as described above in
connection with FIGS. 5-7. In the OPTIONS configuration
display 10 may appear substantially as presented in FIG. 46.
To hide display of a selected menu item, a user may press UP
arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20, to scroll through a list of
adjustable settings presented in display area 30. Adjustable
settings are highlighted or otherwise differentiated from other
adjustable settings as each becomes available for selection. A
user may select INSTALLER SETTINGS by pressing or
otherwise actuating ENTER button 225 when INSTALLER
SETTINGS is highlighted. FIG. 41 may be presented at this
juncture to warn a user that installer settings must be set by a
qualified user. A user may then press ENTER button 22 to
advance to installer settings. A user may then press UP arrow
205 or DOWN arrow 20, to scroll through a list of
INSTALLER SETTINGS presented in display area 30 (FIG.
46). A user may then select SYSTEM SETUP by pressing or
otherwise actuating ENTER button 225 when SYSTEM
SETUP is displayed in display area 30 (FIG. 46). A user may
then press UP arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20, to scroll
through a list of SYSTEM SETUP choices presented in dis-
play area 30 (FIG. 47). A user may then select NON HEAT
PUMP by pressing or otherwise actuating SAVE button 22,
when NON HEAT PUMP is displayed in display area 30
(FIG. 47).

A user may then press UP arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20,,
to scroll through a list of NON HEAT PUMP choices pre-
sented in display area 30 (FIG. 47). A user may then select
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ELECTRIC (indicating an electric system is controlled by a
thermostat employing display 10 rather than a gas system) by
pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER button 225 when
ELECTRIC is displayed in display area 30 (FIG. 47).

After indicating that the system is an ELECTRIC system,
a user may be again be presented with a list of SYSTEM
SETUP choices presented in display area 30. A user may
scroll among the displayed settings using UP arrow 20, or
DOWN arrow 20, and may then select COMPRESSOR
STAGES by pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER button
22, when COMPRESSOR STAGES is displayed in display
area 30 (FIG. 48). A user may then press UP arrow 205 or
DOWN arrow 20,, to scroll through a list of COMPRESSOR
STAGES choices presented in display area 30. A user may
then select “1” (indicating that the system controlled by a
thermostat employing display 10 has a single compressor
stage) by pressing or otherwise actuating SAVE button 22,
when “1” is displayed in display area 30 (FIG. 48).

A message INDOOR HEAT STAGES may thereafter be
displayed in display area 30 (FIG. 49), and a user may then
press UP arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20,, to scroll through a
list of INDOOR HEAT STAGES choices presented in display
area 30. A user may then select “1” (indicating that the system
controlled by a thermostat employing display 10 has a single
indoor heat stage) by pressing or otherwise actuating SAVE
button 22, when “1” is displayed in display area 30 (F1G. 49).
A user may then depress BACK button 22,, followed by UP
arrow 205 or DOWN arrow 20, to scroll through a list of
selections until STG 1 DIFF appears in display area 30 (FIG.
50) and is selected by pressing or otherwise actuating ENTER
button 22,.

This exemplary set of selections (FIGS. 45-50) would be
appropriate, by way of example and not by way of limitation,
when a system controlled by a thermostat employing display
10 is a non heat pump system providing electric heat and
having a one-stage compressor and one stage of indoor heat.
In such an exemplary system, menu items such as, by way of
example and not by way of limitation, STG 2 DIFF and STG
3 DIFF would be hidden and not displayed to a user.

Prior art HVAC system controller displays typically
present all menu items regardless of whether the physical
equipment is connected or otherwise installed or included
with the system being controlled. This display of menu items
with which a user may be unfamiliar (because the user may
have no need to deal with the menu item) may be confusing
and worrisome to a user. The user—whether a dealer or a
homeowner—may be led to mistakenly believe that there is a
need to set a control parameter for something that does not
exist in the system at hand.

Providing a capability to hide menu items not associated
with a system at hand, as described in connection with FIGS.
45-50, removes irrelevant distractions not associated with
equipment installed. By way of example and not by way of
limitation, if a dealer configures a system for a single stage
furnace no options will be displayed that pertain to second
stage settings. By way of further example and not by way of
limitation, if a system has not been configured with a humidi-
fier, then no humidification settings will be displayed.

FIG. 51 is aflow chart illustrating the method of the present
invention. In FIG. 51, a method 100 for entering input to an
environmental control system begins at a START locus 102.
Method 100 continues with providing a display area, as indi-
cated by a block 104.

Method 100 continues with, in no particular order: (1)
presenting a plurality of first loci in the display area, as
indicated by a block 106; (2) presenting a plurality of second
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loci in the display area, as indicated by a block 108; and (3)
presenting at least one third locus in the display area, as
indicated by a block 110.

Method 100 continues with, in no particular order: (1)
configuring each respective first locus of the plurality of first
loci for being responsive to pressure for effecting a respective
input, as indicated by a block 112; (2) configuring each
respective second locus of the plurality of second loci pre-
senting information using a fixed segment data format, as
indicated by a block 114; and (3) configuring at least one third
locus of the at least one third locus presenting information
using a dot matrix data format, as indicated by a block 116.
Method 100 terminates at an END locus 118.

Display 10 avoids requiring a user to navigate to system
settings by entering a configuration mode, selecting a con-
figuration or other code to configure and then entering or
selecting a configuration parameter. Display 10 also avoids
requiring a user having to “drill down” through layers of
menus by pressing a “next” or “back” button to enter a con-
figuration mode, select a configuration or other code to con-
figure and enter or select a configuration parameter, as is
required when operating prior art HVAC control devices. In
contrast, display 10 permits a user to scroll through a list of
menu items until a desired programmable item is displayed.
Thereafter, a user can enter parameters desired for effecting
programming of the desired item in real text without having to
deal with configuration codes, a user’s manual or similar
complications.

Those skilled in the art to which this application relates will
appreciate that other and further additions, deletions, substi-
tutions and modifications may be made to the described
embodiments.

What is claimed is:

1. A display apparatus for a control unit in environmental

control system, the display apparatus comprising:

a display area presenting a plurality of first loci, a plurality
of second loci and at least one third locus; each respec-
tive first locus of said plurality of first loci being respon-
sive to pressure for effecting a respective response; each
respective second locus of said plurality of second loci
presenting information using a fixed segment data for-
mat; at least one locus of said at least one third locus
presenting information using a dot matrix data format;
said display apparatus configured to toggle automati-
cally among displays of pre-selected parameters for
operation said environmental control system;

wherein said at least one locus of said at least one third
locus includes a plurality of associated customizable
selecting areas, each of said associated customizable
selecting areas having two definite programmable states,
one state being responsive to touch and a second state
being non-responsive to touch, each of said associated
customizable selecting areas being programmed to
effect a predetermined response from said environmen-
tal control system to each respective portion of said at
least one locus in reaction to pressure applied thereto
when said associated customizable selecting areas are
responsive to touch, said predetermined response being
indicated by a customized message in said dot matrix
data format displayed prior to said pressure being
applied thereto, and wherein each of said associated
customizable selecting areas labels one of said first loci
located substantially adjacent thereto as a button for
selecting an element displayed in said at least one third
locus when said associated customizable selecting areas
are non-responsive to touch.
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2. A display apparatus for a control unit in an environmen-
tal control system as recited in claim 1 wherein at least one
said respective first locus overlaps with at least one said
respective second locus.

3. A display apparatus for a control unit in an environmen-
tal control system as recited in claim 1 wherein at least one
said respective first locus overlaps with at least one said
respective third locus.

4. A display apparatus for a control unit in an environmen-
tal control system as recited in claim 2 wherein at least one
said respective first locus overlaps with at least one said
respective first locus.

5. A display apparatus for a control unit in an environmen-
tal control system as recited in claim 2 wherein each said
respective first locus is substantially aligned with a respective
said second locus.

6. A display apparatus for a control unit in an environmen-
tal control system as recited in claim 4 wherein each said
respective first locus is substantially aligned with a respective
said second locus.

7. A display apparatus for a control unit in an environmen-
tal control system as recited in claim 1 wherein said display
area is configured for selectively populating said respective
second loci with display information.

8. A display apparatus for a control unit in an environmen-
tal control system as recited in claim 1 wherein said display
area is configured for selectively populating said respective
third loci with display information.

9. A display apparatus for a control unit in an environmen-
tal control system as recited in claim 2 wherein said display
area is configured for selectively populating said respective
third loci with display information.

10. A touchscreen input apparatus for an environmental
control system; the apparatus comprising:

a display area having a plurality of touch-sensitive input
loci, at least one first display locus and at least one
second display locus; said at least one first display locus
presenting information using a fixed segment data for-
mat; said touchscreen input apparatus configured to
toggle automatically among displays of pre-selected
parameters for operating said environmental control
system,

wherein said second display locus presents information
using a dot matrix display format and includes a plural-
ity of associated customizable selecting areas, each of
said associated customizable selecting areas having two
definite programmable states, one state being responsive
to touch and a second state being non-responsive to
touch, each of said associated customizable selecting
areas being programmed to effect a predetermined
response form said environmental control system to
each respective portion of said at least one locus in
reaction to pressure applied thereto, when said associ-
ated customizable selecting areas are responsive to
touch, said predetermined response being indicated by a
customized message in said dot matrix data format dis-
played prior to said pressure being applied thereto, and
wherein each of said associated customizable selecting
areas labels one of said first loci located substantially
adjacent thereto as a button for selecting an element
displayed in said at least one third locus when said
associated customizable electing areas are non-respon-
sive to touch.

11. A touchscreen input apparatus for an environmental

control system as recited in claim 10 wherein at least one
respective touch-sensitive input locus of said plurality of
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touch-sensitive input loci overlaps with at least one respective
first display locus of said at least one first display locus.

12. A touchscreen input apparatus for an environmental
control system as recited in claim 11 wherein at least one
respective touch-sensitive input locus of said plurality of
touch-sensitive input loci overlaps with at least one respective
second display locus of said at least one second display locus.

13. A touchscreen input apparatus for an environmental
control system as recited in claim 10 wherein each said
respective touch-sensitive input locus is substantially aligned
with a respective said first display locus.

14. A touchscreen input apparatus for an environmental
control system as recited in claim 11 wherein each said
respective touch-sensitive input locus is substantially aligned
with a respective said first display locus.

15. A touchscreen input apparatus for an environmental
control system as recited in claim 10 wherein said display
area is configured for selectively populating at least one
selected first display locus of said at least one first display
locus with display information.

16. A touchscreen input apparatus for an environmental
control system as recited in claim 10 wherein said display
area is configured for selectively populating at least one
selected second display locus of said at least one second
display locus with display information.

17. A touchscreen input apparatus for an environmental
control system as recited in claim 15 wherein said display
area is configured for selectively populating at least one
selected second display locus of said at least one second
display locus with display information.

18. A method for entering input to an environmental con-
trol system; the method comprising:

(a) providing a display area;

(b) in no particular order:

(1) presenting a plurality of first loci in said display area;

(2) presenting a plurality of second loci in said display
area; and

(3) presenting at least one third locus in said display
area; and

(c) in no particular order:
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(1) configuring each respective first locus of said plural-
ity of first loci for being responsive to pressure for
effecting a respective said input;

(2) configuring each respective second locus of said
plurality of second loci for presenting information
using a fixed segment data format;

(3) configuring at least one locus of said at least one third
locus for presenting information using a dot matrix
data format and to include an plurality of associated
customizable selecting areas, each of said associated
customizable selecting areas having two definite pro-
grammable states, one state being responsive to touch
and a second state being non-responsive to touch,
each of said plurality of selecting areas programmed
to effect a predetermined response from said environ-
mental control system to each respective portion of
said at least one locus in reaction to pressure applied
thereto when said associated customizable selecting
areas are responsive to touch, said predetermined
response being indicated by a customized message in
said dot matrix data format prior to pressure being
applied thereto, and wherein each of said associated
customizable selecting areas labels one of said first
loci located substantially adjacent thereto as a button
for selecting an element displayed in said at least one
third locus when said associated customizable select-
ing areas are non-responsive to touch; and

(4) toggling automatically among displays of pre-se-
lected parameters for operating said environmental
control system.

19. A method for entering input to an environmental con-
trol system as recited in claim 18 wherein said display area is
configured for selectively populating said respective second
loci with display information, and wherein said display area is
configured for selectively populating said respective third
loci with display information.

#* #* #* #* #*



